
The Role and Authority of the Bishop 
in a Synodal Church 
Paragraph 38 of the Instrumentum laboris 2024 is explicitly
dedicated to the Bishop, who "The bishop has the task of presiding
over a Church, being a visible principle of unity within it and a bond
of communion with all the Churches "
Where is this specific task grounded? How should the relationships
between the Bishop, priests, and deacons be understood and lived
in a missionary synodal Church? Why does the Instrumentum
laboris 2024 state: "It seems important to Re-establish the
traditional link between being a bishop and presiding over a local
Church is important, restoring the correspondence between the
communion of bishops (communio episcoporum) and the
communion of Churches (communio Ecclesiarum) ? " (§ 41)
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Moderator
Professor Anna Rowlands holds the St Hilda Chair in Catholic Social Thought and Practice at Durham University in the U.K.
She is a Member of the Dicastery for Integral Human Development and serves as an Expert (Theologian) for the Synod on
Synodality. She is the author of Towards a Politics of Communion: Catholic Social Teaching in Dark Times (2021), which won
the Expanded Reason/Ratzinger Award in 2023. 

Carlos Galli is Full Professor at the Faculty of Theology of the Catholic University of Argentina: Christology, Ecclesiology,
History of Theology, Theological Method. He was Dean of the same Faculty and President of the Argentine Society of
Theology; an expert at the 5th Conference of the Latin American Episcopate in Aparecida; at the Synod for Amazonia; at the
Ecclesial Assembly of Latin America and at the Ecclesial Conference of Amazonia. He is a member of the International
Theological Commission and of CELAM’s theological-pastoral team. He has been a member of the Pontifical Theological
Academy since 2007 and a speaker at more than 40 universities throughout the American Continent and Europe. He is also
the author of 9 of his own books and editor of 43 collective works. He has written 338 journal articles and book
collaborations.

She prefers to define herself by three words which constitute her life project: woman, sister and disciple. She is a religious of
the Order of the Company of Mary Our Lady. She is currently the president of CLAR (Latin American and Caribbean
Conference of Religious). She is a member of the Team of Theologians of CELAM. She is a social worker from the University of
Antioquia, master's in biblical theology from the Pontifical Bolivarian University and Doctor in Theology from the same
University.

Roberto Repole (Turin, 1967) became a priest of the Church of Turin in 1992. From 1992 to 1996 he was assistant pastor at two
Turin-city parishes. He continued his studies at the Pontifical Gregorian University in Rome, obtaining a Licence (1998) and a
Doctorate (2001) in Systematic Theology, with a thesis entitled Church, fullness of man. Beyond postmodernity: G. Marcel and
H. de Lubac (Glossa 2002). He was professor of Systematic Theology at the Theological Faculty of Northern Italy - Turin
section from 2001 to 2022 and director of the same section. From 2011 to 2019 he was President of the Italian Theological
Association. Since 2022 he has been Archbishop of Turin and Bishop of Susa.

Matteo Visioli is a priest incardinated in the diocese of Parma (Italy). He obtained a Licentiate in Fundamental Theology and a
Doctorate in Canon Law with a specialisation in Canon Law. He currently teaches Canon Law at the Pontifical Gregorian
University (ROME) and the S. Pio X Faculty (VENICE). He is a member of the editorial staff of Quaderni di Diritto Ecclesiale and
Ephemerides Iuris Canonici.


