
The Mutual Relationship
Local Church-Universal Church

The reform of ecclesial institutions, notes the
Instrumentum laboris 2024, "must be carried out
based on the understanding of the Church as the
Holy People of God, articulated in the communion of
Churches" (§ 87). Furthermore, "the local Church is
where we most immediately experience the
missionary synodal life of the whole Church" (§ 89).
 Ultimately, it is about understanding and realizing
the "catholicity" of the Church, its being "one" in
the "plurality" of places (not just geographical) and
subjects (not just individual).
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Moderator
Professor Anna Rowlands holds the St Hilda Chair in Catholic Social Thought and Practice at Durham University in the U.K. She
is a Member of the Dicastery for Integral Human Development and serves as an Expert (Theologian) for the Synod on
Synodality. She is the author of Towards a Politics of Communion: Catholic Social Teaching in Dark Times (2021), which won the
Expanded Reason/Ratzinger Award in 2023. 

Antonio Autiero, born in Naples (Italy) in 1948, studied philosophy and theology, earning a degree in philosophy in Naples and a
doctorate in moral theology at the Accademia Alfonsiana (Pontifical Lateran University) in Rome. He has been a priest in the
Diocese of Naples since 1972. He taught moral theology first at the Theological Faculty of Naples, then from 1983 at the
University of Bonn. From 1991 to 2013 he was full professor of moral theology at the University of Münster, where he is professor
emeritus. From 1997 to 2011 he was simultaneously director of the Research Centre for Religious Sciences at the Bruno Kessler
Foundation in Trento (Italy). His publications range from questions of fundamental moral theology, ethical theories, bioethics,
scientific research ethics and ecological ethics.

Myriam Wijlens is a Dutch theologian and Ordinary Professor of Canon Law at the University of Erfurt (Germany). For the
Dicastery for Christian Unity she serves as vice-moderator on the Faith and Order Commission of the WCC and on the Anglican
Roman Catholic International Commission, she was a member of the Pontifical Commission for the Protection of Minors.
She is Consultor to the General Secretariat of the Synod, serves on the Coordinating Committee and as an expert in the
Assemblies of 2023 and 2024. She is a member of the Commission for Canon Law and of Study Group 8: “Papal Representatives
in a Synodal Missionary Church.”
She is the co-moderator of the “Peter and Paul Seminar” which attends to reforms in canon law based on Vatican II.

Priest of Portuguese nationality. Professor at the Faculty of Theology of the Pontifical University of the Holy Cross (since 2001).
Director of the Centre for Priestly Formation at the same university (since 2022). Theological consultant to the Dicastery for the
Causes of Saints (since 2002). Spiritual director at the Sedes Sapientiae International Ecclesiastical College (since 2020) and at
the Almo Collegio Capranica (since 2023). Areas of research: ecclesiology, ecumenical dialogue, Eastern theology, John Henry
Newman, Second Vatican Council, theology of holiness, theology of the laity, priestly formation.

Cardinal Robert Francis Prevost, O.S.A., Prefect of the Dicastery for Bishops, Archbishop-Bishop Emeritus of Chiclayo, was born
on 14 September 1955 in Chicago (Illinois, USA). In 1977 he entered the novitiate of the Order of Saint Augustine (O.S.A). Created
and published Cardinal by Pope Francis in the Consistory of 30 September 2023. He is a Member of the Dicasteries: for
Evangelisation, Section for First Evangelisation and the New Particular Churches; for the Doctrine of the Faith; for the Oriental
Churches; for the Clergy; for Institutes of Consecrated Life and Societies of Apostolic Life; for Culture and Education; for
Legislative Texts and of the Pontifical Commission for Vatican City State.


