
The Exercise of the Primacy
and the Synod of Bishops

"Responding to the question 'How to be a synodal
Church in mission' also requires revisiting the dynamic
that unites synodality, collegiality, and primacy"
(Instrumentum laboris 2024, § 100).
The topic has evident ecumenical implications,
highlighted in the study on the Bishop of Rome
published last June by the Dicastery for the Unity of
Christians.
 The Forum will allow for deeper exploration of certain
aspects of the relationship between the authority of the
Bishop of Rome, "the perpetual and visible principle and
foundation of unity both of the bishops and of the
multitude of the faithful" (Lumen Gentium 23), and the
Synod of Bishops, an institution established by Saint
Paul VI in 1965 that has undergone various
configurations, culminating in the current Ordinary
General Assembly.
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Moderator
Klara A. Csiszar is a Full university Professor of Pastoral Theology at the Faculty of Theology at the Catholic University in Linz,
Austria and member of the doctoral school Culture – Religion – Society at Babes-Bolyai University in Cluj, Romania. Her research
topics are: the pastoral-history of the Jesuit order in Romania under communism, synodal church development in post-
communist countries, and the concept of mission today. She is the dean of the Faculty of Theology and vice rector for teaching,
research and internationalization at the Catholic University in Linz, Austria. She is a member of the theological commission of the
Austrian Bishops' Conference. Klara Csiszar speaks Hungarian, Romanian, German and English.

Catherine E. Clifford, STL, PhD, is Professor of Systematic and Historical Theology at Saint Paul University, Ottawa, Canada. Her
teaching, research, and publications focus in the areas of ecclesiology, ecumenism, and the history of the Second Vatican
Council. She is Co-Editor of Vatican II at 60: Re-Energizing the Renewal, with Stephen Lampe (2024), and of The Oxford
Handbook on Vatican II, with Massimo Faggioli (2023), and co-author, with Richard R. Gaillardetz, of Keys to the Council:
Unlocking the Teaching of Vatican II (2012). She is a member of the Methodist-Roman Catholic International Commission and
serves as Vice President of the Catholic Theological Society of America. She is a North American delegate to the XVI General
Assembly of the Synod.

Born in EDOLO (Italy) in 1956, he is a priest of the suburbicarian diocese of Velletri-Segni. He is Professor of Dogmatic Theology in
the Faculty of Theology of the Pontifical Gregorian University, Chair of Ecclesiology (since 2000); Consultant of the Secretariat of
the Synod of Bishops and several Dicasteries of the Roman Curia. His publications - works, contributions, articles are mainly of an
ecclesiological nature (with a focus on Vatican II, the sensus fidei, synodality, ministries and ordained ministry).

Timothy Costelloe was born in Melbourne, Australia, in 1954, educated in Catholic primary and secondary schools in Melbourne,
he joined the Salesians of Don Bosco in 1977 and made his final profession in 1985. He was ordained to the priesthood in 1986. He
was sent to Rome for further theological studies at the Salesian Pontifical University. He completed a Licentiate in Dogmatic
Theology (STL) in 1991 and a Doctorate in Theology (DTheol) in Melbourne in 1998. He was appointed as an auxiliary bishop for the
Archdiocese of Melbourne in 2007 and as Archbishop of Perth in 2012. In addition to his role as Archbishop of Perth he is
currently the President of the Australian Catholic Bishops Conference and the Apostolic Administrator of the Diocese of Bunbury
in Western Australia.

José San José Prisco, born in Valladolid (Spain) in 1966, has been a priest in the diocese of Valladolid since 1992 and belongs to
the Fraternity of Diocesan Worker Priests. Doctor of Canon Law, he is currently Professor of Canon Law at the Pontifical
University of Salamanca and Dean of that Faculty. He was Rector of the Pontifical Spanish College in Rome (2015-2020) and
invited professor at the Pontifical Gregorian University during the same period. His research interests are related to the Law of
the People of God and the Law of the Sacraments.


